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troduted by our u)lle'zgue. the FHonorahle

QmAR BURLERON, IS to permit cortain hos-

witals which have had difficulty in seetiy~

ing required nuruing services to continue

to participate in medicare for up to 5
CYeArs uud(‘r specified conditions,

The Secretary . of Health, Bducation,
and Welfare would be empowered to
grant, whivers, no longer than a year at o
time, o the rtqmrvmtm what the hos~
pital }’m,VL registered professional nurses
on doty laround the clock. The require-
- melb cou}ld be waived only if:

First, Yhe hospital has a registered
uurse ond the day shift and is making
bona fide efforts to hire registered nurses
for all shigts; '

Second,thie hospital is located in an
isolated gowraphic area with no other
medicare Rospitals within a reasonable
distance; and :

Third, h){'piﬁal services to medicare
beneficiaried in the area would be seri-
ously reduced if the hospital could not
participate in medicare.

Enactment of this bill will assure that
medicare beneficiaries lving in remote
areas will not be denled access to the
only hospital darve available in their com-
munities. The fommittes 5 unanimous in
ermmPndmg!ma.ctn'aent of ELR. 18470,

Mr. BYRNES of Wisconsin, Mr. Speake
er, I rise in su;\por& of H.R. 18476, a bill
which would edable small hospitals in

rural areas to cohtinue qualifying as pro-
viders under meydicare even if they are

temporarily unaple to obiain ecertain

nursing services Yequired by the law.

As we all knowi Mr., Speaker, a num-
ber of hospital throughout the country
have great difieully in finding and en-
vloying enough pyofessional registered
nurses. This is  particularly {rue in
sparsely populated dreas.

Although the medicare law was de-
signed to recognize hospitals with faeili-
ties, eguipment, and personnel deemed
adequate by nationafly accepted stand
ards, it also was designed (o assure con-
tinuning availability of institutional care
for medicare beneficidries, Consequently,
the Social Security ddministration has
adupted the practice of

nstitutions as “accesst hospitals, which
mfmm that they cani refain medicare
status if they strive to bpgrade staff and
plant deflciencies which have been
dosumended,

One of the most provalent documented
deficiencias has been ing
fessional nursing stafls.
deal with this particulal
18470 would suthorize the Secretary of
Health, Educatlion, and Welfare to walve
the reguirement that an hecess hospital
tave registered professiopyal nurses on
duty 24 hours & day if the Yollowing con~
ditions eonld he met:

Fiest, The hospital would be required
0 have at least one registdred nurse on
the day shift and would bave to show
that i was making a continuing efford
to 11 the gap on other shifts,

Second. Ib would have {olbe situnted

And in order to
problen:, H.R.

in & remote ares where hospitals as well.

5 nurses were in shiord suppls,

’E'hu‘d Pax ga: (Etmpf

n(mpartmxpatmn of this pmtcu}ar AC-
cess hosplial would “seriously reduce”

certiflying ceriain

vegistered pro~ -
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the availability of hospital services to
medicare heneficia®ies.

The proposed waiyer could be granted
by the Becrefary ofly for a year at @
time, and would expivg at the end of 1975,

Mr, Speaker, the\ committee was
unanimous in reporting this Will, ang 1

urge the House to take Sfirmative action
now, .

The bill was ordered i be engrossed
and read & third time, ‘Ywas read the
thilxd time and passed, and a motion to
reconwider was lald oa the Yable,

——-‘mmmmwmmu .
C()UNTIN(} OF CERTAIN FRIERAL
EMPLOYMENT TOWARD RETINE-

’\;XF gy

Mr. BOGGS, Mr. Speaker, ¥ ask unan-
tmous consend fox the immediate conside
eration of the bill (8, 2984) to permit
service performed as a fenporary em-

ployee of the field service of the Post

Office Department 10 be counted toward
oivil service retivement,  which was
unanimously reported to the House by
the Commities on Ways and Means.

The SPEARKER pro tempore. Is there
ob]t.cmon to the request of the gentie-
man from Loudsiana?

There was no objection.

The Clerk read the bill as follows:

5. 2884

Re it enccted by the Senete and House
af Representalives of the United States of
America in Jongress assembled, That section
115 of the SBocial Becurity Amendments of
1854 is herebhy ropealad,

Src. 8. (») The rvepeal of guch section 115,
munde by the first secrion of this Act, shadl not
apply I the cese of o pevson who, on the

Tdate of enactriont of this Act, 18 recelving

ar s entled {0 receive benclits ander any
relirement system established by the United
States or any instrutentalily thereo! vinless
he reguests, (o writlng, the office whilch ade
reinisters luis relirernent system to apply (b
in his case.

{h) Any additional benefits payable pur-

Csuant o & reguest made under subsectlon

(a) of this section shall commence on the
firsy of the month following ensctment of
this Act, .

Mr. BOGGE, Mr. Speaker, sueh egual
reatment is now preciuded by secetion
118 of the Soecial Security Amendments
of 1954, which section &, 298¢ would re-
peal.

Under existing law, some temporary,
paré-time and intermitient employment
by the Federal Government is covered by

©the social security program, rather than

by the civil service relirement program
or other retirement programs for Ped-
wal eeployees, Certain of these positions
were coversd under secial security by the

Social Security Amendments of 1@50 ‘

athers were covered under the Social 8

curity Amendments of 1854, Foderal mvﬂm
ian employment covered under Lhe 1950
amendments is ereditable for civil serve
ive retirement purposes if the empicyee
is later employed in o position subject to
the civll service retivement system, Those
covered under the 1954 sanendments ay
not have such service laber eredited un-
der clvil serviee vetivement simply be-

nspitals Nﬁéﬁ) causp of themméMiﬁﬁAommbnzm jl,

Bv ’rhe terms of section 115, Federal
employees who acquired svoial security

o

22, 1970
coverage under fhe 19854 amendmenis
may never recelve credit under g rotive-
ment system for Federal smployees for
this service covered by social security.
Most of the employvess so aflecied are
those who receive temporary appoint-
ments i the fleld service of $he Post Of~
fice Department, but section 115 applies
also to 2 small number of other tempo-
raxry smployees. :

Anoemployee who bas service which
becomes creditable for retirement pur~
poses as a result of this bill may, if he
wishes, make o deposith to the Civil Serv-
e Retirement ¥Fand equal to retirement
deductions for the period, plus inteves t
i he falled fo make this daposit, his re
tizement annuity would be reduced by .10
pereent of the amount owed as deposit.
This Is the same treatwent as is giverr
to the texporary emplovees brought un-
der social security by the 1950 amend-
ments who later aoquire coverage under
the civil service rellrvemeni system.

Mr, Speaker, emactment of the hill
would affect around 345,000 Post Office
employees and would reguire addibionsl
appropriations to the civil service 1e
tirenzent and disability trust fund of

estimated $21.1 million a vear.

The bill has the appreval of both the

December

CUB. Civil Bervice Comnualssion and the

Deparimend of Health, Education, and
Welfare, Your commiitice is unanimovus
in recommending its enactment.

The Bl was ordered to be read s third
timte, was read the third time and passed,
and & motion to reconsider was laid on
the table,

A TRV AT etas i om

SREGARDING  OF  OAS SO0 AND
RAILREOAD RETIREMENT INCOME
N DETERMINING NEED FOR PUB-
IC ABBISTANCE

ol

.‘#})ea.ker, I ask
.,he immediaie

ae, &u"v-vox'_:, anag dis‘\bimy Pyt wmco
:md railvoad retivament reciplents in de-
fermining ihetr need for public assist-
ance, which was unanimously reporied
o the House by the Committee on Ways
and Means,

The Cierk read the title of the kil

The SFEAKER pro tempore, Is thero
objection i the request of the gentleman
from Loulsiana?

“There wag no objection,

The Clerki reacd the bill as follows:
H.R, 10015

Be it enacted Ly the Sencte ard House of
Hepresentalive of the United  States of
America itn Congress assembled, That, sifec~
tive with respedi to months after OQcioher
1870, sectlon 1O§7 of fhe Socinl Security
Amendraents of 1§60 is smended by striking
oub “and before November 1970,

Mr. BOGGS, &
tion 1004, the &t

71

', Speaker, under sec-
Les wers required to
take action 1o assire that recipients of
public assistance gnder the federally
atded adulb public askisiance Drogramse—
the old-age astistancg, aid to the bling
wently ang totally
Mo also received o
social security bener it increase under the
1869 amendroents woull realize an ine
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